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HeJboqrfiB was slowly developIng in th~

J 848 I & and outl yi n rural a4"e~.s _fUP

b~ing ~ettled bW fa~mjn9 f~JJJe~

Preston w~s s isolated rr H~lbournF

.in its bush set.ting t.hat there ,_ S

not.. housfJ be~1l that place
(Pce$t4Nl) and the arl.i~nt House,
and not a road 0 any kind bat n it
iJmi Nelbourrm. '"

In 184J Samuel ~~. frey from lvrone
Ireland, bought LJ acr.~ in the ar 
and farmed it. He rta.7lea hi ... ilOlding
"!rlshtowo Ol and adverti:.;ecJ hJS l, rm'!1
WflfJEUdbofJ t s on h J Wdg rr 5; . i eh vd,! rh
he operated a cartage usinB~s, to and
frO!1l the goldfields, if; It.' T' t lmes

rhu.s Preston wes well known Cl

"lrishtown". Jeffrey also added d

further 40 acres to hi$ farm later on
As a lclljman of the Wesleyan Church, he
tool< great interest in tile ducaUon
of local '~outh. His basalt and stone
barn was used for services and hl.'l

home was used for Day Schoo.! dn(j

Sunday Sohoo1, wi th him as se} f

appointe,d teacher. He donated pa.rt of

"Irishtown" to the It'e.sleyan Church fOI

the first wooden church in, the area

A Churcf, of England School also
catered for the education of the young
in the a rea, the t~o chu .rch school s
came under the control of the Denomin
ational Schools Board. In 1851 the
Common Schools 8oal'd replaced the
Denominational Schools Board and the
two schools were r~-registeIed.

l··J F- ..

The Jika Jika Shire 80£101'd Qf Advice
Ho. 16D (':'fhich was situated {1') North
cote) suggested that schpols be
centraJly located in each of the three
,ridings. Land was sought fOE a '"new"
sellae! in P~es ton (North).

The three Common Schools sti1 J cont
jnued.

In 1872 the Common Schools Board was
t ken 0 ve r by the f duca ti on Depart
men~. GoweryjJle became Gowervil1e
5tau~ School No. 82LJ on its original
sit _, thus it was the first State
Seho 1 " n Pres'ton!

The 80ard of Advice urged "that there
be a school for Preston riding capabl~

of affording I'oom for 250 children,

and the most suitable site is in Tyler
Street" in 187J. The land was part of
"ll'ishtown" two acres at ,[100,
bought from Samuel Jeffrelj. (Tyler
Stl'ee t wa s named a fteE a.n Eflgl ish
nurseryman - lames TyJer.)

In 1814 tenders were advertised for
the erection of "0 brick or stone
school to accommodate 160 children. tI

It was to cost £825.

Hr. Robert Burr Parsons (with his
assistant John H. Rennie) was the
successful contractor.

Gawervil le Common School No. 824 was
left a.t the extreme eastern edge of
the riding, as tha population became

" __ i .. ~_ ....... I_..,J~ .... • 1-.,,..,. I~,..+_F

A non-denominational school was opened
(through private effort) to the south
of "!rishtown" in 1865. It was Gnwer
vi 11e Common School Ne. !.~ llJ. The 'Ieed

for more' scbools had developed as
"lrishtown" and Gowervi.lle aredS

became more closel~ farmed. Preston
received its name in the 186D's.

Preston's character changed
1860' $ as more manufacturing
ries moved into the area,

in the
i ndust-

In September 1874 Samuel Jeffrey
complained that cattle were entering
the school site and damaging his grain
crop, after work on the school began,
and t he school site was qui ck,llJ
secured in 1814.

On 28th October, 1874, R.obert Bur.t
Parsons died in hospital, afte.l
injuries sustained in d drdfj accident
on Id s way home from the site. Whi Je
hi s a ffal rs were bel ng sorted out a
delay of some weeks followed. John H.
Rennie completed the contract.

A 5 ft. 2 in. high fence with .rails
strutting and palings of 39 roods,' WclS



rhe first Jleadmaste~, Mr. Andrelt
Hannd, and his wi e Hary Hanna; cdI1Ie
to Preston State School Iio. 1494,
Tyler St. after gaining prfJtrKJy.ion and
transfer. Their appoin.:.mem. was rec
ommended on 16th December, 1874, and
took effect on 31st Decembe, 1874.
Their son, Henrlj Cooke Hanna, came as
a pupi l/teacher.

The We.sleyan and Anglican schools.
which began soon after the area was
settled, wore struck off the
Department's Roll on 31 s t December.
J874, and clo.5ed in f,'JVour of Preston
5.5. No. 14~, which was classified as
a "new" school on 1 st January 1875.
It was Preston's second State School,

after GowBEvil1e Ho. 824.

There was no official opening pf
Pl'eston 5. S. ~o. 1494 which {Jpset the
Board of Advice. ~hjch was upawafe of
the occupa.tion of the buiJ c!ing, and
wh 'ch was hop_ing that, as the Hinistel'
of Public: Instruction had promjsed,
the BO!i.rd of Advice should halle been
cmMlunicated with prior to the school
being opened. The Board of Advice also
felt that after the great deal of
interest and local effort given to
get a seho.al erected, it should have
been able to assist the Head Teacher
in the opening. We regret that there
was no official ceremony because no
record of the event exists today, and
the~6 is no original 1'011 to find out
v/ha attended ..on the first da.lj.

A School Clock. was appl ied for on 30th
January 1875 and Night School
commenced from 7th April 1n the same
year _ In 1877 the school si te had a
dividing fence erected to create a
Gi rl s' Yard and a BOljs' Yard.

In thE same year Cl drain "across the
ground, ha} fway /JP the slope, to
prevent the flow of water in wet
weather running around the school
building, soaking jnto the
faundati ons· was urged. The drain was
actually completed in 1984!

The inadequate wooden school at
Gowerv.ille was replaced bIJ a new brick
building, on a new site in Hotham

Street, South P.reston, where it was
closer to the centre of the riding, in
1817. Its name remained Gowervi 11 e
State School No. 824.

The Hanna' s were appal n ted as from 1s t
January, . 1875. Andrew HAnna cau-ldn' t

open the school on 11th January, 1875
a.s he had not obta.ined tile keys by
then. Henry C. Hanna commenced duty on
6th Januar!l, 1875. The Board of
Advice No. 160 wa.! notl fied on 12th
Janua.ry 1815.

furni ture was orde.red Of) /1 th Januiulj
1875, and came on )2th Janua~~ 1875:

1 master's desk.
1 table
1 chair
4 12 Ft de~ks

J 9 rt desks
2 book presses..

On 14t.h January, 1875, Hr. f" Hrs.
Hanna opened the scnoo,J for busifldS S.

'P est.on
16Lh ~nuary> 1815

In 1878 the Hanna family
footsc.ray State School No.
Preston S.S. Ho. 14~.

moved to
25J, from

State School 1494

Sir,

1 have the horKiUE f;o ~epcut that
I opened the above school for the
efJrol.,nt and cla:ssi ficaticn 0Jl the
14th., •

1 have> the Jxmow: to be

Si'

The first &ard of Advice report
stated in pazt that,

"'IJpon 'the roll of Preston Stcltff School
are found 188 children. The avel'a('e
att.endance is 101. There are 105
c!lil dren j' f'1 the !School at the ~i.e of
our vi si t.. (he school was 01.."., and
the school busine:u ....s being attendef/
to aJ'jd the chJldrIM o.rdel'lfJ. •



In 1884 ran rean water WaS connected
to the school (four ears after Gower-
vine S.S. No. 824) replaci r; h
tanks which were previou - IS "'~ d,

-1'- i absoiutely necessary Cli .a
's,"ed be erected to soolte tha
chi1dr before the oS r em ':.hs, as

ere j s not Vfffl Cl trfffi t. s. t/)al)

~....~UM the heat or S 1:'ltino·

A resident policeman W.;lS Clppointed to
Preston in the 880 sand hou es
emcroach~d upon the scho 1 sit along
High Street, to the west. The school
began to be vandal j ed blj young mer>
;And bOljs It'ho were not connected 'd th
it, aMI it fell into disrepair.

In 1889 Henry
Hal'gara t werB
Head Teache:r
renewi og the
the school.

Cooke Hanna a
appointed to

nd I fant.
family assoc

d ftis I+if
Preston a'

His r ss,
tJ () wit

hilst ~he adjunct y5tem operated,
SomB pupjl~ from Preston S.S. attended
Gowervil'e from Gr~des 4, 5 and 6, as
they 1 'v~d closer to Sowezvil1e. Soma
hi1 ten neaE the railway ljne

e,idvellecJ by train tc, GD~fHvll1e s. S.
and 0 orthcote S.S. No. 1401.

n 1900 the Board of Advice wanted c3I

Head Haste t Preston 5. S. because
supervi. j il nd efficiency were un-
sati$factory, dU(J to increasing
numbers of pupils, and prolonged
dbse C~ as the Head Mast~r trdvelled
to and from both schools.

P e to HOW had 178 children in
.~ r go tt~ndancf) and Go~rvjl1e 468.
Gowe ill 5.5. Vc. 1124 was marc
oppropriatel~ named Preston South S.S.
No, 4 '0 1'901. Anull19amation of the
t school s ceased on J8th february,

902.

During the 1890's an econamic rec
ession forced the amalgamation of
Pres.ton S. 5. No. 1494 and Gowervi 11 e
S. S. Ho. 824.

Pres ton' .3 en.ro1mall t topped 200 in
1902. Both school" werc pleading wi.th
th Educati Of~ /)eparthlent for

tensions,

Staf, .!it Pre4ton con lst-ed of.

Nr. H. C. Hanna rode hi
betweell both 3choal s a
Head TeaC1her, from 'eh
Running both 3Jchoo .s in
£26.0.0 per annum.

hOl':se ·fHck"
theJ so e

JunEJ 1895.
unj 011 saved

I wo diu' hoWl l'iWJnCj peop) e today reCl.l i se
just haw important ths JnfJuence of
the Hao" f8mi llJ w.u in founding- the
Tyl r 'Street Tradition iJnd maintaining
1 t? Pert, IH • rot.ure tli .storian wi 1J
fjnd many other people and events
~jch helpB the school become widely
acclaimed for its .pirit and
.uoce 0:1

Head Naster - Class IJ
Femal~ AS$istant - Clas 5
f~le Assist~nt - C a~> 8
.2 Pupi 1 Teachers
Ha~e Itssisunt.
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ATTENDANCE ON 16th January, 1875.

There is no original ro I to find out the nemes of those attending on
this day, however Mr Sydney B rtlet , who attended the school in the
1880"s, was able to remember these family names of pUpl Is.

Arnold, Adamson, Bartlett, BrockhoLlS~1 Burley,

Bussell, Brown, Breeze, Barrod, Brockenshire,

Cady, Chandler, Cr wleYJ Crispe, Cox, Dredge,

Driver, Emery, Franks, G~lbert, Gibb~.

Gannawa!, Gardiner, Gam le, Griffith,'Hattam,

Harvey, He rsaD, Heath, Hope, Jacobs, James,

Jeffrey, Kinsman, Lyons, Marshall, May, Michael,

Moylan, idgley, Moulder, NortoD, Nankervis,

Ozare, Pa ne, Peecham, Rob·n on, Rogers, Royal,

Sheffield, Short, Staples, Sinclair, Seeber,

Seager, Steers, Saunders, Trudgeon, Thompson,

Tyler; Thakes, White, Wood) Westmorland, Widow,

Walker, Young.

The chlldren of some of these families could have been the original
enrollees on 16th January, 1875.


