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Helboyrns was slowly develoging i1n the
I1840's and cutlying rure! ageas were
baing settled by farming fFam:lies
Preston was so isolated from Helbocurnr
in Its bugh setting that “fthere was
not a house hetwsan that place
{Preston) and the Parxlisssnt Kouses
and not a road of any Lind bstwesn &
and Nelbourna. ©

IS

In 1861 Samuel Jeffrey from lyrone
Ireland, bought 40 acres in the area

and farmed ii. He newed his Holding
*Irishtaown® and advertised his farm's
whervabouts on his waguans, with which
he operated a cartage business, ta and
from the goldfielus, in lean times

Thus Preston wes weil kaown  as
*Irishtown”. Jeffrey also addegd a

further 40 acres ta his farm later an
As a layman of the Wesleyan Church, he
took great interest in the aducalion
of local youth., His basalt and stone
barn was used Tar services and his
home was uwsed for Day Schoo! ane
Sunday Sahool, with him as self
apponinted teacher. He donated part ot
“Irishtown™ to the Wesleyan Church for
the Ffirst wobden church in the area

A Church of England School also
catered for the education of the young
in the area, the two church schools
came under the control of ithe Denomin-
ational Schools Board. £ 1851 the
Common Scheols Board replaced the
Denominational Schocls Boerd and the
two schools were re-registered.

A nan-denominational school was opened
{through private effort} tao the scuth
of "Irishtawn® in 1865. [t was Gower-
ville Common 3Schooi Ne. R24. The eed
for more schiools had developed as
*Irishtown* and Gowervilie  areas
became more closely farmed. Preston
recefved its name in the 1860's.

Preston's character changed In the
1860's as more manufacturing Indust-
ries moved into the area.

LFowervilie Common Schoal WNo. 824 was
left at the extreme eastern edge of
the riding, as ths population became

I . o en T ol e ek 0 e kel g

The Jika Jika Shire Board gf Advice
Ho. 160 (which was situated §n North-
cote) suggested that schpols he
centrally located in each of the three
ridings. Land was sought for a "new”
schoo! in Preston (Morth}.

The three Lomman Schools still cont-
inued.

In 1872 the Common Schools Board was
taken ever by the Efducation Depart-
ment. Gowerville became Gowerville
State School Ha, 824 on its original
site, thus it was the fFirst State
School in Preston!

The Board of Advice urged “that there
be a school for Preston riding capable
of affording raom for 250 children,
and the most suitable site is in Tyler
Streec® in 1873. The land was part of
"Irishtawn® - two acres at [f100,
bought from  Samuel Jeffrey. fTyler
Street was named after an English
nurseryman - James Tyler.)

In 1874 tenders were advertised for
the erection of "a brick or stone
school to accommodate 160 children.®
It was to cost £825.

M¥r. Robert Burr Parsons (with his
assistant John H. Rennie) was the
sucecessful contractor.

In September 1874 Samuel Jeffrey
complained that cattle were entering
the school site and damaging his grain
crop, after work on the school began,
and the school site was Quickly
secured in 1874,

On 28th October, 1874, ~Robert Burr
Parsons died in  hospital, arfter
Injuries sustalned in a dray accident
on his way home from the site. While
his affairs were being sorted out a
delay of some wesks followed. John H.
Rennie completed the contract.

A 5 fi. 2 in. high fence with .rails
strutting and palings of 39 roods was



The first [Headmaster, Hr. Andrew
Hannz, and his wife Mary HKanna, came
to Preston State School Ho. 1434,
Tyler St. after gaining promovion and
transfer. Their appaoiniment. was rec-
ommenged on 16th December, 1874, and
took effect an 3ist December, 1874.
Their son, Henry (Cooke fanna, came as
a pupil/teacher.

The Wesleyan and Anglican schools,
which began socon after the area was
sattled, were struck aff the
Department's Roll on 3ist ODecember,
1874, and clased in faveur of Preston
5.5. No. 14%4, which was classified as
a "pew"™ school on lst January 1875.
It was Preston’s second State School,
after Cowerville Ka. 824.

The Hanna's were appointed as from Ist
January, 1875. Andrew Hanna couldn't
open the school on 1l1th Janvary, 1875
as he had not obtained the keys by
then. Nenry C. Hanna cammenced duty an
6th Janwvary, 1875. The Board of
Advice No. 160 was notified on 12th
January 1875.

Furniture was ordered on llth January
1875, and came on 12th January 1875:

1 master’'s desk
1 table

1 chair

& 12 ft desks

3 9 ft desks

2 hook presses.

On I4th Janvary, 1875, Hr. & Hrs.
flanna opened the school for busiress.

“Preston
16ch Jenuary, 1875

State School 142
Sir,

I have the banour to report that
I opened the above school for the
enraolment apd clazsificstion on the

Jéth. 4=

I have thae boaour to be
Sir

fhere was no official opening of
Preston 5.5. No. 1494 which upset the
Board of Advice, which was upawafe af
the oaccupation of the buyilding, and
which was hoping that, as the Minister
of Public Instruction had gromised,
the Board of Advice should have been
communicated with prior to the school
being opened. The Board of Advice also
felt that after the great deal of
interest and local effort given to
get a school erected, it should have
heen able to assist the Head Teacher
in the opening. Ke regret that there
was na official ceremony because no
record of the asvent exists today, and
there is no original roll to find out
who attended on the first day.

A School! Clock was applied for an 30th
January 1875 and Night School
commenced from 7th April in the same
year. In 1877 the school site had a
dividing fence erected to create a
Girls' Yard and a Boys*® Yard.

The Iinadequate wooden school at
Gowerville was replaced by a new brick
bujjdingh on a new site Jin Hotham

Street, Sauth Preston, where it was
closer to the centre of the riding, in
1877. Its name remained Gowerville
State Schooal No. 824.

In 1878 the Hanna family moved to
footscray State Scheol No. 253, from
Preston 5.5. No., 1494,

In the same year a drain "across the
ground,  halfway up the slope, to
prevent the {low aof water in wet
weather running around the school
building, spaking into the
foundations™ was urged. The drain was
actually completed in 1984!

The first Board aof Advice report
stated in part that,

=Upor the roll of Preston State Schoal
are found 188 children. The average
attendapnce is 101. There are 105
childrep in the school at the {ime of
sur vigit. [he school was clean, and
the school business was being attended
to and the chiidren orderly.”



*It is absolutely necessary that a
shed be erectsd to sheiter the
children before thz susmer months, as
there is mot even a tres to shade tham
Trom the heat or the rain.”

A resident policeman was appointed to
Preston in the 1880°'s and houses
encroached upon the schocli site alony

High Street, to the west. The schooi
began to be vandalised by young men
and bous who were nol connected with

it, and it fell into disrepair.

In 1884 Yan Yean water was oconnected
to the school (four years after Cowsr-
ville S.S. HNo. 824) replacing the
tanks which were previously used.

In 1889 HNenry Cocke Hanna anc his wiie
Margarat woers appainted fo Freston as
Head Teacher and Infant MNisiress,
renewing the Family association with
the school.

}Juz‘in'g the 18%90's an econcmic rec-
ession forced the amalgamation aof
Preston S5.5. No. 1494 and Cowervillie
S.5. No. 824.

Mr. H#. €. Hanna rode his horss "[Lick”
batwean both 3chools as their sole
Head Teacher, fraom 7th June 1895.
Running both achools ia unison saved
£26.0.0 per annum.

Staf? at Praston cansistsd of;

Head Master -~ Class &
Female Assistant - Class 5
Female Assisiant - Class &
2 Pupil Teachwrs

Male Assistant.

¥hilst t©he adjunct system operated,
csoms pupiis from Preston §.5. atrended
Cowsrville from Crades 4%, 5 and &, as
they lived ologer to Sowerviillse. Some
children  aear  the  raflway line
travelled by train to Gowervillie 5.8.
and to Northcote 3.5. No. 1401,

In 1200 the Board of Advics wanted a
Head Master at Preston 5.5, because
supervision and efficiency were uwn-
satisfactory, due ta increasing
numbers of  pupils, and  prolonged
ahzences 25 the Head Master travelled
ro and from bath schools.

Preston  now  had 178 children in
sverage attendance and Gowerville 468.
Goweryilie S§.85. Ne. 824 was more
appropriately named fraston South §.S.
Mo, 824 in 190i. Amalgamation of the
twa schools ceased on [8th february,
1902.

Preston’s enrolment topped 200 in
1902, Both schools were pleading with
the Education Department for
axtensions.

I wonder how many people today realise
Just how Important the influence of
the Hanna family wes in founding the
Tyler 'Street Traditien and maintalning
it? Perhaps & 7uture historien will
find many other people and events
which helped the school become widely
acclaimad for its spirit and
BUDCESSRs.

3. Food
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ATYENDANCE ON 16th January, 1875.

There 15 no original rotil to find cut the nemes of those attending on
this day, however Mr Sydney Bartlett, who attended the school in the
1880%s, was able to remember these family names of pupils,

Arnold, Adamson, Bartlett, Brockhouse, Burley,
Bussell, Brown, Breeze, Barrod, Brockenshire,
Cady, Chandler, Crawley, Crispe, Cox, Dredge,
Driver, Emery, Franks, Gilbert, Gibbs,
Gannaway, Gardiner, Gamble, Griffith,-Hattam,
Harvey, Henderson, Heath, Hope, Jacobs, Jawmes,
Jeffrey, Kinsman, Lyons, Marshall, May, Michael,
Moylan, Midgley, Moulder, Norton, Nankervis,
Ozare, Payne, Peecham, Robinson, Rogers, Royal,
Sheffield, Short, Staples, Sinclair, Seeber,
Seager, Steers, Saunders, Trudgeon, Thompson,
Tyler, Thakes, White, Wocd, Westmorland, Widow,
Walker, Young.

The children of some of these families could have been the originat
enrolliees on 16th January, 1875,



